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572 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. 

The Life of Francis Place : 1771-1854. By Graham Wallas, 
M.A. London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1898. — 415 pp. 

Francis Place was born in 1771 in a "sponging house," or private 
debtors' prison. His early life was passed amid indescribable squalor, 
and at the age of eighteen he became an independent journeyman 
breeches-worker. In the following year he married ; and the descrip- 
tion — largely based on Place's very full autobiography, still pre- 
served in manuscript — of his experiences during the next five years 
is perhaps the most valuable, as it is certainly the most harrowing, 
portion of the book. Owing to a strike of journeyman tailors, in 
which he had taken a prominent part, Place lost his position and 
for a long time was unable to secure any other. For months he and 
his wife suffered the most terrible privations. They lived in a little 
garret room ; they actually starved ; they lost their child ; and but 
for the indomitable will and energy of Place they would have lost 
their self-respect and all chances of success in the future. These 
sufferings Place never forgot ; and when he later became a master, 
and attained what was then considered to be wealth, he determined 
to devote his whole life to the mitigation of such conditions. 

From the very beginning Place was a great reader and a hard 
worker. He appreciated the fact that knowledge meant power, and 
was indefatigable in his efforts to secure such power. He soon came 
to the conclusion that the first step toward the economic improvement 
of the working classes lay in the direction of political reform ; and 
by the close of the eighteenth century he was hand in glove with the 
Radical Independents. After Place retired from business, in 18 16, 
he devoted his whole time to the democratic movement, and was in 
active correspondence with many of its leaders and with most of the 
economists of the day — among others, with Mill, Wakefield, Hodgskin 
and J. B. Say. His library at Charing Cross became the headquarters 
of English Radicalism, and in it the four great movements on which 
he prided himself were begun or directed. These were the abolition 
of the sinking fund, the repeal of the combination laws, the passage 
of the reform bill and the starting of the Chartist agitation. To 
give an account of these movements would be to write the history of 
England from 1825 to 1840. 

In giving us an account of the life work of so useful a man Mr. 
Wallas has conferred a favor on students of the social history of 
that time. Edwin r _ a _ Seligman< 



